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   “and this is the message….that God is light and in Him is no darkness”….I John 1:5   





Evangelist:


Steven Tramell


(678) 313-1400


______________





SERVICES


Sunday





Family Bible Study


9:00AM:


Worship


10:00 AM -5:00 PM


Wednesday


Family Bible Study


7:30PM:


Bible classes for all ages. Come, bring your children and study the bible and you will say;





"I was glad when they said unto me let us go into the house of Jehovah."           (Ps 122:1)








Seed For


THOUGHT




















MOUNTAIN VIEW


Church of Christ


Elders:


Mark Bowman


(678) 923-7004


Steve Huff


(404) 375-0641


Roger Pink


(678) 860-1399




















The effectual reverent prayer of a righteous man availeth much. (Js.5: 16)
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"Christmas parties" and other festivities do not take priority over serving God as we travel to attend family gatherings. Often, giving on the first day of the week suffers because too much is spent on gifts and merriment. We can allow December- demands to out weigh our responsibility to the Lord if we are not careful. The church must always be put "first" (Matt. 6:33), even at Christmas time. A lot of sinful practices are associated with Christmas. Many parties held during the "Christmas season" involve sinful conduct. Immorality is wrong at any time of the year and "Christmas is no excuse for engaging in such things (Gal. 5:19-20; Titus. 2:12). 


     Since "Christmas" is a holiday, Christians can observe holidays as custom dictates so long as they do not contradict the Bible. One can send greetings, give gifts and the like without doing so to religiously honor December 25th as the birthday of Christ. Observing "Christmas" as a holiday is no more wrong than observing any other civil holiday, as long as we do not attach religious significance to it. A thing can be right in and of it self, but can become wrong when it takes on a spiritual use. The attitudes expressed at the "Christmas season" (giving, greeting one another and being together) are not at all bad".  (From, Back to Basics, magazine by John Isaac Edwards) 


     Lets all enjoy the spirit of the holiday season, while keeping our focus on the truth of God's word. 


On the other hand, if any of the festivities offend one’s conscience, the proper thing to do is not to be involved.	


		Joe Phillips 











     Barry bonds, Sammy Sosa and Mark McGuire were all eligible for induction into Baseball’s Hall of Fame this year.  Bonds is the all-time home run leader.  Sosa is the fastest player in baseball history to hit 500 home runs. And McGuire is the single-season home-run leader.  All should have been first-ballot inductees.  All remain on the outside looking in.


     Why?  Because they cheated and then lied about their cheating. Lying and cheating – the two are so prevalent in American culture that they hardly raise an eyebrow.  And so when Lance Armstrong finally admits what we’ve suspected for years or Manti Te’o confesses that he knowingly lied about the death of an imaginary girlfriend, we shrug and blame it on a culture that is spiraling ethically downward.


     Jesus was the antithesis of that mindset.  Peter’s firsthand conclusion was that “He committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth” (1 Peter 2:22).  Think about that.  Every word was accurate; every sentence was true.  Not once did He fudge the numbers in His business; not once did He exaggerate the truth in His teaching.  Nothing shady, nothing questionable – He was the epitome of integrity.


     Clearly, we who wear His name and represent His interests in this world are to be of the same spirit.  “As He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct” (1 Peter 1:15-16).  Understanding that, it is no wonder that Solomon observed, “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, but those who deal truthfully are His delight” (Proverbs 12:22). And yet it’s easy to fear the immediate consequences of telling the difficult truth more than the eternal consequences of  taking the dishonest 


    








than pleased if we learned that someone we trusted had lied to or deceived us.  We would be less than pleased if someone owed a financial debt to us but then just walked away as thought the debt didn’t exist.  Didn’t Jesus say, “Whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for this is the Law and the Prophets” (Matthew 7:12)?


     It makes us think we have succeeded when we have failed.  “If anyone thinks himself to be religious, and yet does not bridle his tongue but deceived his own heart, this man’s religion is worthless” (James


1:26).  Dishonesty and self-deception go hand in hand.  However, it’s foolish to play hide-and-seek with omniscience.  Simply put, God knows.


     A portion of the Cadet’s Prayer at West Point reads:  “Make us choose the harder right rather than the easier wrong and never to be contented with a half-truth when the whole truth can be won.  Endow us with courage that is born of loyalty to all that is noble and worthy, that scorns to compromise with vice and injustice and knows no fear when right and truth are in jeopardy,.”  If that is the code of a military cadet, how much more should it represent the character of one seeking to reflect the image of God?


_____________________________





Now the works of the flesh are manifest, which are (these): fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousies, wraths, factions, divisions, parties, 


envyings, drunkenness, revellings, and such like; of which I forewarn you, even as I did forewarn you, that they who practise such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.


(Gal 5:19-21)








					





‘I Promise’


By Don Truex








 escape. I think about Jesus on trial before Pilate.  “I have the power to free You,” Pilate enticed.  “Are you a king or not?”  Jesus knew exactly what was on the horizon if He answered truthfully.  He could have dodged and deceived – “A king? Do I look like a king to you?  I’m just a carpenter from the little village of Nazareth.”  Integrity would not allow Him to do so.


     The application?  If we are not willing to pay a price for integrity with our money, in our relationships, on our job or at our school, then what makes us think we would ever pay a price for our faith in a time of challenge or crisis?


     There is, however, a huge price to be paid for a lack of integrity.


It makes us think we’ve fooled God when we haven’t.  He is “the God who sees” and so “there is no creature hidden from His sight” (Genesis 16:13; Hebrews 4:13).


     Do we really believe that God doesn’t see us sign our name on a credit card receipt, promising to pay the debt we are incurring?  Do we really believe that God doesn’t  see us when we sign the agreement for a student loan, promising to pay the debt we are incurring?  Do we really believe that God doesn’t see us when we sign the agreement for a student loan, promising to pay the debt we are incurring?  Do we really believe that God doesn’t hear when we find a clever, subtle way to circumvent the truth in our conversation?  All are matters of integrity.  All speak to whether we are taking seriously our resolution to be “conformed to the image of God’s dear Son” (Romans 8:29).


     It makes us think we’re different from others when we’re not.  Isn’t it amazing what we will allow in ourselves but condemn in others?  We would be less 





What about Christmas?


(Gal. 4: 9-11)


     Throughout the history of Israel, its religious relationship to God was filled with the observance of days and seasons. Much attention was given to the commands governing the observance of these Holy days and God expected them to be observed as He commanded. Under the new covenant, however, there are no commands to observe any day, save the first day of the week. On this day we come together to remember the Lord's death as the early Christians did. (Acts 20: 7) and to worship in song and study and giving of our means. Any other observance of "days" is forbidden by the silence of scripture.


     At this time of year the question often arises, by concerned Christians, “how do we handle the Christmas holidays"? I believe the answer lies within the question, i.e. just as a holiday but not as a Holy day. The modern- -day observance of "Christ-Mass" originated in Catholicism with some pagan trappings attached and is certainly not found in the scriptures. The question remains, nonetheless, can Christians observe this season without violating God’s commands and without suggesting some religious connotation to which they do not hold? The following article, by John Isaac Edwards, addresses the question pretty well and these excerpts are submitted for your consideration.


      "We know for certainty that the Lord's people cannot celebrate "Christmas" as the birthday of Jesus, since we do not know when He was born. “Christmas" is a national holiday and some things are not wrong within themselves. At the same time we must see to it that		
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FAMILY MATTERS


__________________________________________


Welcome To All


   Welcome to the service at Mountain View this Lord's Day. We're glad you choose to visit our spiritual family. Whether you are traveling, visiting from the community or visit us on a regular basis, we are glad to have you. Please let us know how we can help you in your quest to draw closer to the Lord. ______________________________      Those who need


Our prayers





Nancy Wood; Ron Wood; Jack and Joyce 


Green; Jeremy Green; Elaine Clem; Her 


parents also; Chris Jackson; Emily Clark’s 


Grandmother.  Dion Clarks mother; Mary


 Scott; June Guyton; James and Irene Adams;


 Donna Simmons’ and her mother. Steve Huff’s


 mother;   Annette Rogers; Donny Gilbert; 


Denise Bowman’s mother; Donnie Harper; 


Debbie Adams’ mother.  Susan Bisbing 


Harvene Vandergrift. Ansley Miles up date on


 her eye is good. Rhonda Ditter is recouping at 


home and doing better.


Remember all of our babies and little ones.


Remember those traveling or will be traveling 


over the holiday season.





____________________________________





The Mountain View Church of Christ


615 Canton Rd.


Cumming, GA 30040


Learn more @ � HYPERLINK "http://www.justchristians.net" ��www.justchristians.net�


______________________________________





The Messenger is a work of


The Mountain View Congregation


For its members / By its members


Joe Phillips Editor


jocar2@bellsouth.net 








MEN TO SERVE


Sunday AM Service


Opening Prayer---Lloyd Jackson


Read Scripture---Michael Burke 


 Song Leader----Kai Burk


Lord's Supper—Adam Kreis 


   Asst. 1-----Patrick Miles 


   Asst. 2-----Dion Clark


   Asst. 3-----Grant Hicks 


   Asst. 4-----Jordan Huff


   Asst. 5-----Joey Jackson


2nd Prayer---Anthony Lynch


Sermon------Steven Tramell


Announcements—Drew Bowman


Closing Prayer---Ryan Pink 


Sunday PM Service


Opening Prayer---Jeff Lentz


Read Scripture---Don Gilbert


Song Leader---Phil Schmidt


2ed Prayer-----Roger Pink


Sermon----Todd Reynolds


Lord's Supper—Adam Kreis


Announcements—Drew Bowman


Closing Prayer---George Wilcox


Wednesday PM Service


Song leader---Preston Jackson


 Invitation---Kaleb Keenan 


 Closing Prayer---Justin Douthitt


___________________________________


All men assigned to assist Sunday AM please meet in the large front classroom 5 minutes prior to start 


of services to coordinate the schedule of services. Remember,


if you are unable to serve please call 


Cecil Douthitt @ 770 894 1677


_________________________





Got Questions?


Mountain View Church of Christ is an independent, nondenominational Bible believing fellowship of Christians who belong to Christ


We seek to be His disciples


If you desire to know more or have questions


Please contact one of the men of the congregation 














